About Death (AB-2)

descriptive

1 About Death (AB-2)

A description of various events associated with the death of a person.! As there had been a number of deaths
in the village due to malaria the process was a very real experience for Durga.

1.1 Free Translation of Text

1. This is just a small speech. Bai.

2. In our country when someone dies the women will greatly grieve. And they will take the news around and
they will tell (about it). Our old person is not (has died) they will say to all the other people.

3. At the time of going to their relatives they are to be telling.

4. They will be fanning the dead person with mango leaves. They will feed gold water and having bought new
clothing it is to be spread out. And a litter is to be made and banana leaf is to be spread out on it.

5. When all the people gathered together, they will take to bury. At the time of taking out from the house, rice,
money, popped rice is to be scattered on top of the dead person. His sleeping mat, wooden stool, (walking) stick,
is to be thrown out. At one place, after having gathered together, they will put down (the dead person), at that
place they will throw out whatever belonged to the person.

6. The women at that place will throw out handfuls of soil, near the dead person. And they will go to the water's
edge, crying as they go, and sitting in the water they will greatly grieve. And they will wet all the clothes. And
later they will come to the house. And they will roast a small amount of dried fish. And all people, the ones who
went there, like this they will touch the hands. And they will drink ceremonial water. And they will bite (eat?
chew?) lentils and rice. To that people will say, "We ate father."

7. And later they will tell the villagers. On that day after a month they will call it the nahni death bathing
ceremony.

8. And later all the people will go to their own houses. And that dead person's house's people, kadzar village's
people, on that day they will bring food. On that day those people will prepare gruel.

9. Then on that day the village people will give. All houses will give to one another just like this. And when the
days are fulfilled, they will perform the death bathing ceremony. They will do just like that when people die.

1.2 About Death Interlinear

AB-2:1
I\ e WU, dTel
nani asan  gotf  ae bai
ADJ ADV N EQVB VOC

little like this speech is.3S Bai
This is just a small speech. Bai.

AB-2:2.1
AT Al AN HITAT JITA AT I ST g3l
amtfo lage log  morlene baele man gaga boga houat
POSSPRON N N \% N PRT V

we=POSS  place=LOC people die-CNSUF-CNSUF wife =PL grieve greatly-3P.F2
In our country when someone dies the women will greatly grieve.

!Originally typed by Durga Ram Kasyap in romanised Halbi. 1972. Researcher: Fran Woods.
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AB-2:2.2
AT @AY AT ST AT el
aur kP"obor mon dzauat aur sdguat
CONJ N PRT V CONJ V
and news =PL go-3P.F2 and tell-3P.F2
And they will take the news around and they will tell (about it).

AB-2:2.3

AT T s T AT AT AT AT F
p'alna  ni  ae  Poglo boluat aur dzomae log ke
N NEG EQVB V A CONJ ADJ N CASE

old person not 1s.3S tease-PTC.3S.M say-3P.F2 and all-ADV.EMP people GOL
Our old person is not (has died) they will say to all the other people.?

AB-2:3
AqqAT  FeH ST F TR 3T
aplo kutum dzato ke sagtor ae
PRON N PHRADV \Y%

one's own same totem relatives go-CONJ.INC-TEMP tell-CONJ.INC-is.3S
At the time of going to their relatives they are to be telling.

AB-2:4.1
AT ANM F AET T g AT
morlo log ke ama pan d"ukte rouat
% N CASE N N V

die-PTC.3S.M people GOL mango leaf fan-CONJ.INC-be-3P.F2
They will be fanning the dead person with mango leaves.

AB-2:4.2

CIE R GG E 7 AT HT A W A

son pani  k"oauat aur p'er nia pPotii  g"enun

CN \Y% CONJ ADV ADJ N %

gold-water eat-CAUS-3P.F2 and again new clothing buy-CONJ.COMP
AESTH 1< A0
oran detor ae
A%

wrap-CAUS-CONJ.COMP-BEN-CONJ.INC-is.3S

They will feed gold water and having bought new clothing it is to be spread out.>
AB-2:4.3

WY LT Fied AT I FT I ATETT <dI AT
aur torddi badtor ae aur kera pan osan detor ae
CONJ N \% CONJ N N V

and  litter build-CONJ.INC-is.3S and  banana leaf spread out-CONJ.COMP-BEN-CONJ.INC-is.3S
And a litter is to be made and banana leaf is to be spread out on it.

AB-2:5.1
G AT AWM AT A HIET ISFATT AL AT
ssbu  log bag dzuula bole mati deuklae netor ae
ADJ N \Y% CONJ V %

all-EMP family  gather together-3P.PTC when bury-INF-PURP take-CONJ.INC-is.3S
When all the people gathered together, they will take to bury.

2Intent of this sentence is not clear.
3Not sure of meaning of 'gold water'.
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AB-2:5.2
PRE] Hrewerar T ATST TUAT TS T & gd "W @m =l
ghorle nikrato bera tfaur poesa lai mon ke  hun moru log tfo
N ADJ N N N N PRT CASE DEM ADJ N PRT

house=SRC take out-ADJR time rice money rice (popped) =PL GOL that die-ADJ person =POSS

I gg ALl
upre k"ub bikruat
POSTP ADV V
above=LOC much scatter-3P.F2

At the time of taking out from the house, rice, money, popped rice is to be scattered on top of the dead person.
AB-2:5.3

Ukl qATSAT CALA| freT AT F TrEHIEI A0
huntfo soulo tati pira borga ke  pokator ae
POSSPRON ADJ N N N CASE V

he=POSS  sleep-ADJR sleeping mat SM wooden stool big stick GOL throw out-CAUS-CONJ.INC-1s.3S
His sleeping mat, wooden stool, (walking) stick, is to be thrown out.

AB-2:5.4
LS E] STET JTe FALSAT Eul
gotok lage dzoran bate utrauat hun lage
NUM N \Ys N Y, ADV

one  place=LOC put together-CONJ.COMP way=LOC cause to come down-3P.F2 at that place

EUkLl FOFT F OIS
huntfo kae kae ke  pokauat
POSSPRON RPRON CASE V

she=POSS whatever GOL throw out-3P.F2

At one place, after having gathered together, they will put down (the dead person), at that place they will
throw out whatever belonged to the person.

AB-2:6.1
JOA FT  FA A AT =T A9 OIESend g "RAr AN @
baele mon hunlsge mati q"ida man pokauat hun morlo log lege
N PRT ADV N N PRT V DEM ADJ N N

wife =PL atthatplace soil handful =PL throw out-3P.F2 that die-ADJR person place=LOC
The women at that place will throw out handfuls of soil, near the dead person.

AB-2:6.2

AT AT TTT EIC T | e ST AT 9+ Ha)

aur gagte gagte pani g"af bate dzauat aur pani bPitre

CONJ V % N N N \Y% CONJ N N

and  cry-CONJ.INC cry-CONJ.INC water way way=LOC go-3P.F2 and water inside=LOC
FrEA Iar G TR TR G133
bosun bati k"ub gaga boga houat
\% N ADV V

sit-CONJ.COMP after much grieve greatly-3P.F2

And they will go to the water's edge, crying as they go, and sitting in the water they will greatly grieve.
AB-2:6.3

ST ) ECTERE: G B R o

aur sob pPidlo pPofii mon ke  blidzauat

CONJ ADJ ADJ N PRT CASE V

and all wear-ADJR clothing =PL. GOL cause be wet-3P.F2
And they will wet all the clothes.
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AB-2:6.4
AT I "L THaa|
aur pase g"ore euat
CONJ ADV N \Y4

and later house=LOC come-3P.F2
And later they will come to the house.

AB-2:6.5
AT THAT  Fiew G geedl
aur  suksi kMinik kMinik bud3zuat
CONJ N ADV ADV V

and  dried fish alittle alittle roast-3P.F2
And they will roast a small amount of dried fish.

AB-2:6.6
HIEIWéJIW@T =7 T ART T AT a9
aur sab log mon huta tfo gelo log mon osen  9son
CONJ ADJ N ADV PRT  ADJ N ADV  ADV

LI G B |
hat mon ne
N PRT POSTP

and all people there =POSS go-ADJR people like this like this hand =PL =LOC

EIEEIG]
tffuat
\'%
touch-3pP.F2
And all people, the ones who went there, like this they will touch the hands.
AB-2:6.7
AT A UMM AT A IT FA Rl
aur hat paé mon ne tel p"ul g"ssuat
CONJ N N PRT POSTP N N \'

and hand foot =PL =LOC oil flower rub-3P.F2
And they will rub their hands and feet with oil.

AB-2:6.8
FHT T =T TS|
aur pona pani krauat
CONJ CN TRVB

and  ceremonial water consume-3P.F2
And they will drink ceremonial water.
AB-2:6.9
HAHL AT ATHL ATLAAN
aur dar tfaur tfabuat
CONJ N N A\
and lentils rice bite-3P.F2
And they will bite (eat? chew?) lentils and rice.

AB-2:6.10
ENED AMAT  far FTEq AT
hunke log man pita tfablu boluat
PRON N N \Y% %

that-GOL people  father bite-1P.PTC say-3P.F2
To that people will say, "We ate father."

4Does pita here mean 'father' or something else?
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AB-2:7.1
AT 9™ WA AT AMAT FH FqEE|
aur pase gaw tfo log mon ke  saguat
CONJ ADV N PRT N CASE V

and later village =POSS people GOL tell-3P.F2
And later they will tell the villagers.

AB-2:7.2
T HuAT e GIEDT AT AL
hun moena dine nahni ae boluat
DEM N N N EQVB V

that month day-N.EMP death bathing ceremony is.3S say-3P.F2
On that day after a month they will call it the nahni death bathing ceremony.

AB-2:8.1
I TH FF AN AT ATAT ATAT AL ST
aur pase sab log man aplo aplo ghore dzauat
CONJ ADV ADJ N PRON PRON N Y
and later all people one'sown one's own house=LOC go-3P.F2
And later all the people will go to their own houses.
AB-2:8.2
AT g HRAT A AN AT AT TE =T AN AT A
aur hun morlo  g"ro log mon kadzer gaw tfo log mon hun
CONJ DEM ADJ POSSN N N N PRT N DEM

and that die-ADJR house-POSSV people  soot from oil lamp village =POSS people  that

EEl UST 9T AT A S|

dine pedz bhat sag anun deuat

N N N %

day-N.EMP food vegetables bring-CONJ.COMP-BEN-3P.F2

And that dead person's house's people, kadzar village's people, on that day they will bring food.’
AB-2:8.3

ER L T|aT AR AMAT U TAGeAI
hun dine hun man g"sro log mon ped3 raduat
DEM N PPRON  POSSN N N \Y%
that day-N.EMP they house-POSSV people  gruel prepare food-3P.F2
On that day those people will prepare gruel.
AB-2:9.1
GE NG T TE AT AN AT I
tebe hun dine gaw tfo log mon deuat
CONJ DEM N N PRT N BITRANSVB

then that day-N.EMP village =POSS people  give-3P.F2
Then on that day the village people will give.

AB-2:9.2
GERICES FET HERSEREES
sab gare asni dia dii houat
ADJ N ADV COMVB

all  house=LOC like this-ADV.EMP give to one another-3P.F2
All houses will give to one another just like this.

SMeaning of kad3or not clear.
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AB-2:9.3
AFT ZA  AETAr FA R LIrEl FLAT
aur hun saglo din p"urlene nahni koruat

CONJ DEM ADJ N V N A%

and that tell-ADJR day fulfill-CNSUF-CNSUF death bathing ceremony do-3P.F2
And when the days are fulfilled, they will perform the death bathing ceremony.
AB-2:94
ST qr wLG AN HIA|
usni to koruat log morlene
ADV CONJ V N \'%

like that-ADV.EMP thus do-3P.F2 person die-CNSUF-CNSUF
They will do just like that when people die.

Abbreviations
1p = first person, singular
3s = third person, plural
3P = third person, singular
ADJ = adjective
ADJR adjectiviser
ADV = adverb(ial)
BEN = benefactive
BITRANSVB = bitransitive verb
CASE = case marker
CAUS = causative
CN = compound noun
CNSUF = conditional/temporal suffix
COMP = complete
COMVB = compound verb
CONJ = conjunctive
DEM = demonstrative
EMP = emphatic marker
EQVB = equative verb
F2 = future 2
GOL = goal marker
INC = incomplete
INF = infinitive
LOC = locative
M = human male
N = noun
NEG = negation, negative
NUM = cardinal number
PHRADV = adverbial phrase
PL = pluraliser
POSS = possessive particle
POSSN = possessive noun
POSSPRON = possessive pronoun
POSSV = possessive
POSTP = post position
PPRON = personal pronoun
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PRON
PRT
PTC
PURP
RPRON
SM
SRC
TEMP
TRVB
\'%
VOC

pronoun
particle

past complete
purpose marker
relative pronoun
small

source

temporal particle
transitive verb
verb

vocative
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